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watered, and long stalks spring up. On the eighth day the
horn or fire offering is performed, and the Gunias or devotees
are possessed by Devi. On the evening of the ninth day the
women, putting on their best clothes, walk out of the houses
with the pots of grains on their heads, singing songs in praise
of Devi. The men accompany them beating drums and
cymbals. The devotees pierce their cheeks with long iron
needles and walk in the procession. High-caste women, who
cannot go themselves, hire the barber's or waterman's wife to
go for them. The pots are taken to a tank and thrown in,
the stalks of grain being kept and distributed as a mark of
amity. The wheat which is sown in Kunwar gives a forecast
of the spring crops. A plant is pulled out, and the return of
the crop will be the same number of times the seed as it has
roots. The woman who gets to the tank first counts the
number of plants in her pot, and this gives the price of wheat
in rupees per manil Sometimes marks of red rust appear
on the plants, and this shows that the crop will suffer from
rust. The ceremony performed in Chait is said to be a sort
of harvest thanksgiving." 2
Among the Bhils of Malwa, a district of north-western
India, it is customary on the day when they begin their
autumnal sowing to perform the mock marriage of two wooden
dolls. All the ceremonies of marriage are performed. As
soon as the rains commence the dolls are thrown into a stream
to float away. These dolls represent the deities who control
the rain. During the Naoratras (the nine days' fast which
precedes the festival of Dasahra), a certain grain called jowar
is planted in seven small baskets, which are then arranged
thus, two to the north in the names of Chamunda-mata and
Kachumar, two to the east in the names of Dharm-raj and
Sharda, one to the south in the name of Rani Kajla, and two
to the west in the names of Manora and Devi-mata. They
are sprinkled with water until they germinate. Music and
dancing are performed round them. The Badwas or witch-
finders present on these occasions become possessed and
prophesy. On the Dasahra the baskets are carried with
music and singing to the nearest stream and floated down it.
1 " A measure of 400 Ibs."
1 R. V. Russell, Tribes and Castes of the Central Provinces, iv. 84 sqq.